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YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED 
TO THE DES MOINES th 


CATHOLIC WORKER. 


ANNIVERSAIRY GLOCK 
PARTY 


SAT AUG. 23,1986 at 1 pm. 


Des Moines, IA 


*We will be grilling outside, playing games such as volleyball 
or whatever we can cook up--dress casual. ee Pe 


Donations accepteol 
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It is the 10th anniversary of the Des Moines Catholic Worker, praise 
be to God that we've made it this far! We are inviting all past Catholic 
Workers to our gathering here to celebrate this occasion! Following is 
the list of all the Workers from Des Moines. If you know the whereabouts 
of any of these individuals please invite them to the Anniversary party! 


Frank Cordaro, Malcolm MacKenzie, Joe DaVia, Ed Polich, Mike Smith, Ann 
Deitchman, Kathy Miller, Kevin Miller, John Zeitler, Jacquee Dickey, Eve 
Kavanaugh, Tony Caldiero, Edson Howarth, Betty Goodnough, John Smith, 
Nanette Droste, Karen Streng, Tim Helier, Steve Marsden, John Walsh, Richard 
Cleaver, Benny Bliss (deceased), Peter DeMott, Jim Barrett, Donna Henderson, 
LeeAnn Irwin, Leighton Berryhill, Brent Vanderlin, Tim Brennan, Sherri 
Rickabaugh, Jenny Salvato, Marilyn Nevins, Gary Severin, Patience Garvey, 
Lydia Caros, Bert Wilwerding, Marlas Baker, Randy Gieske, Walter Clark, 
Norman Searah, Rusty Martin, Steve Andsager, Jeff Patch, Charlie Speak, 
Joh Hutchens, Jerry Mehalovich, Wayne Zebelman, Gary Eklund, Kristin Layng, 
John Shoup, Nancy LaMusga, Linda Vanderbilt, Dwayne Grady, Mauro Heck, 
Michael Sprong, Dottie Lynch, Deb Zmkel, Diane Hungerford, David Stein, 
Sharon Clemons, Patti McKee, Russ Simmons, Jim Harrington, Maggie Olson, 
Bernie Neidlein, Cindy Blake, Nick McNamara, Kris Wolffe, Sharon Waters, 
Aaron Waters, Scott Palmer, Carmen Trotta, Tom Merrigan 
Kari Fisher, Wendy Bobbitt, Luke Bobbitt, Judith Reeh. 

We, the present commmity, thank the above that are not here now for 
laying the foundation on which we work. It is much appreciated, Hope to 
see you at the Anniversary} 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 


Calendar of events for the Anniversary. 


Cindy Blake 
Luke Bobbitt 
Wendy Bobbitt 
Kari Fisher 
Jim Harrington 
Donna Henderson 
Patti McKee 


Friday August 22, 1986-Gather at the 
Des Moines Worker 7:30 for Mass. Get 
together afterwards, 

Saturday August 23, 1986-This is the 
day of the 10 year Anniversary and we 
are celebrating this day with a block party 
for the neighborhood and friends of Judith Reeh 
the house! We'll possibly have a Norman Searah 
liturgy. Anyway, show up, by then ; Carmen Trotta : 
we'll know for sure what's going on! : 
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Congratulations Peace Abrimage 


June 29, 1986 will be the 
starting date of the Harrison Co. 
Peace Pilgrimage lead by Fr. 
Frank Cordaro. On this date 
meet at Dunlap, IA for an evening } 
program, On June 30; there will 
be a walk from Dimlap to Woodbine, 
Again, there will be an evening 
progran, July 1, he is walking from 
Woodbine to Logan and on July 2 
the walk continues from Logan to 
Missouri Valley, Frank will then 
be joinging the Heartland Peace 
Pilgrimage retreat in Council 
Bluffs which will lead into the 
Pilgrimage itself. People are 
going to converge on SAC HQ in 
Omaha from the North, South, East 


Bishop Dingmaur pp se ee 


VIA PACIS is published every two For more complete information 
months by the Des Moines Catholic? on the Harrison Co. part of this 


Worker, P.O. Box 4551, Des Moines, grand event contact Fr. Frank ats 
WE hope (jo get Towa (50306). Telephone (515) 


Congratulations to the Minnesota 
Methodist Bishops! It is our under- 
standing that the Methodist Bishops 
have declared that the American Flag 
has no place in the sanctuary or 
any place else in a church. This 
has been the Catholic Workers belief 
for a long time as to us, this is 
idolatry. Again, we wholeheartedly 
support and praise the bishops for 
this decision and we hope that it 
will become interdenominational and 
spread across the United States. 


243-0765 or 243-7471. We main- St. Anne's Church 
tain Lazarus Hospitality House, Box 142 
il J 1317 Eighth Street, a temporary Logan, Ia. 51546 
WE S' OOVL ‘é shelter for women, ccuples, and (712) 644-2535 
families, and Monsignor Ligutti 
Library and Peace and Justice For more information on the Heartland 
center, 1301 Bighth Street. Retreat and pilgrimage contact: 


Heartland Peace Pilgrimage 
Sisters of Mercy 

1801 So. 72nd St. 

Omaha, NE, 68124 


NEEOS 


In the last few Via Pacis we 


have not printed an extensive needs list re 
because we were having so much diffi- We have Mass every Friday night Kinds ea Appeal 


culty with money and food, Here is at 7:30, Come join us in. our 
a list of our med Please help in celebration! It's a great way fe ae eR Ie hc in, ue 
ange eet tes to visit the Catholic Worker. needs list, we did not list money 
oy . 
Dry beans Please stop by and visit our This is because you have been very 
new house. good to us. However, Kindred Com- 


pinto beans 

black eye beans 

dark red kidney beans 
split green peas 

mix soup beans 

elbow macaroni 
spaghetti 


2 # , 6th Ave. that is full to over-full 
any other pasta J uf; / . ers 
any and all canned goods ig f i ALY every night as well as providing other 


munity, which uses our house on Indi- 

ana to provide 3 meals daily, pri- ~ 
marily for homeless men and families 

in the area, is having serious 

financial problems. This community 

also runs a free men's shelter on 


black pepper services such as helping families 
baby food and formula move and allowing homeless people 
+o do laundry. They are also re- 


coffee’ 
deed sponsible for food runs that bene- 
sugar fit both our house and the neigh- 


borhood. 

Since they've only been around 
for a year and a half Kindred's 
base of support is not as established 
diapers as ours. We strongly support every- 
brooms thing they do as a ministry and we 
dust pans : New Books in the Library strongly urge you to send them . 
personal hygiene items money at this time. While we don't 

want to take away from our base of 


Non-food items 


toilet paper 


shampoo | Carmen, Judith and I have been : 7 
any cleaning supplies working hard to incorporate many support we think it would be good ; 
yard tools : new books into our library. We added ie ou could Leok mings findzed we . 
garden tools several books to our Women's Issues what they do and consider supporting 
laundry detergent section. Just to remind you the ORE CHL eng Stee ] 
Heavy duty trash bags library is at 1301 8th st. and is 
open! to the public 9am-6pm Mon.-Sat, Please make checks payable to . 
house fans : ' amd ipm-6pm on Sundays. If these Kindred House and send them to: : 
washing machine times don't fit your schedule please 1337 GEH Ave, é 
dryer call Patti McKee at 243-0765 to arrange Des Moines, TA. 50314 
another time. Please feel free to come 
You are the hands of God here and browse, If you would like to talk with 
at the Catholic Worker, Thank-you a community member call either 
for all the contributions of the 282-1235 or 243-2004 


past and we pray that they continue. 


Dear friends, 


Ammon Hennacy often mentioned war 
and prison in the same breath, to stress 
the underlying principle upon which 
both are based: that violence can be 
overcome by violence, evil overcome 
by more evil. To once who sees this 
prinéiple as fundamentally incompat-— 
ible with a faith that expresses it- 
self in compassion, forgiveness, and 
love, the prison system is revealed as 
the moral equivalent of the war machine 
and resistance to one goes hand-in-hand 
with resistance to the other (Hennacy, 
a lifelong war resister, suffered his 
fatal heart attack on the way to a pro- 
test against the execution of two Utah 
prisoners). Here in prison, jailed 
for non-violent resistance to the ulti- 
mate violence of war embodied in nuclear 
weapons, I find myself with a unique 
opportunity to explore this connection, 
both in principle and in action. 

The point at which principle and 
action have come together for me in 
the context of resistance to the prison 
system is in the slave labor system 
that supports it. Like the military, 
the prison system requires huge amounts 
of human labor to sustain its operations 
on a day-to-day basis. But wulike the 
military, which must rely on economic 
pressure, propaganda, or an explicit 
draft to maintain its work force, the 
prison system already has such a force 
at its disposal: the prisoners them- 
selves. While most people believe 
that slavery and involuntary servitude 
were abolished in the U.S. after the 
Civil War, a close look at the 13th 
ammendment reveals that it did allow 
them to continue as legal punishment 
for crimes. In this way, prisoners 
are forced to work to support the 
very system that is slowly crushing 
them...in effect they are drafted into 
a war against themselves. 


When I first arrived here in Sand- 
stone, I decided as many imprisoned 
resisters do to try to find a job that 
somehow did not comibute directly to 
the oppression and violence of the 
prison system, This decision was not 
a simple one, and a number of factors 
were involved beyond the obvious ques- 
tion of cooperation versus non-coop- 
eration. Refusal to work here in the 
federal prison system generally results 
in long stretches of time in solitary 
confinement, discipinary transfers 
from one prison to another, and other 
punitive measures. While this is no 
deterrent in and of itself, the iso- 
lation and frequent moves present a 
definite obstacle to whatever community 
building I might hope to do among my 
fellow inmates, Moreover, I do feel 
a spiritual need to do work of some 
sort, and the possibilities for this 
are extremely limited in disciplinary 
lockdown. With all this in mind, I 
requested and received a job in the 
kitchen, reasoning that since people 
must eat wherever they are, feeding 
my fellow prisoners was a less directly 
oppressive occupation in prison than, 
say, Working in a construction crew 
helping to enlarge the prison's capa- 
Casts 


Having made this choice, I applied 
myself wholeheartedly to my work, but 
didn't stop questioning my position. 
In prison no less that "out in the 
world", conscience demands that we 
constantly reflect on and reassess our 
lives and our relationships with the 
oppressive institutions around US. 

As my reflections came to center more 
and more on the connection between the 
prison system and the military, I began 
to ask myself: If I was forcibly con- 
scripted into the military, would I 
agree to "serve" in some relatively 
inoffensive capacity, perhaps as 

an aide in a hospital or in a chap- 
lain's office? More to the point, 
would the fact that even soldiers 
must eat justify my taking a job in 
the mess? 


The answer I inevitably arrived 
at was "no", One of the most difficult 
tasks that confront us as people of 
conscience in today's world is to see 
peyond the division of labor and the 
isolation of individuals from the 
consequences of their ecbllective sys- 
tem, to perceive the roles we play as 
cogs in the machinery of society, 
and to help others to make these con- 
nections for themselves. Ordered by 
the state t6 be a-cog in the military 
machine, knowing that the ultimate 
output of that machine is destruction, 
suffering and death, I would not 
respond by asking to be a cog in some 
peripheral arm of the machine. On 
the contrary, I would like to take a 
clear, firm stand against the machine 
as a Whole, and reject any role at 
all in its workings. Given my per- 
ception of the prison system, how can 
I do any less here? 

To decide to refuse to work for 
the prison is not to ignore the con- 
siderations that led me to take a job 
in the kitchen in the first place. 


It is simply a reflection of my growing 


sense of individual responsibility 
vis-a-vis the overall violence of the 
institution in which I live, and a 
corresponding re-ordering of my pri- 
orities. 
for community-building and for work 
are more limited in solitary confine- 
ment than in general population... but 
the same may be said of prison in 
general as opposed to the world 
outside of it. Just as this latter 
consideration didn't prevent me from 
acting at Pantex and coming to prison, 
the former cannot prevent me from 
non-cooperating with the prison system 
and going to "the hole", if this is 
what my conscience dictates, Here, 

as anywhere else, my aim is not so 
much to try to "choose" my environment 
in such a way as to maximize my oppor- 
tunities to live out my faith, but to 
follow my conscience as closely as alt 
can and live out my faith as best I 
can wherever this may lead me, 


And so I have become, as it were, 
a “conscientious objector" in the war 
against prisoners. Since quitting my 


It is true that opportunities 


job at the beginning of March, 
I have spent most of my time 
in lockdown, though as I write 
this I am enjoying a week-long 
"furlough" out on the compound, 
courtesy of my ex-boss and a 
sympathetic guard (I also had 
a break last month when the 
prison's record keeping com- 
puter broke down and no.one 
seemed to notice that I was 
out of the hole and not working 
for almost a week). At my 
last disciplinary hearing I 
Was told to expect a transfer 
to another prison if I persist 
in my non-cooperation, though 
the purpose of this isn't too 
clear (since one hole is pretty 
much the same as the next). 

At any rate, it was encour- 
aging to look at my address 
list and realize that where- 
ever I'm sent in the federal 
prison system I'11 still be 
close to people I know who 

are working in one way or 
another for a more just, 
peaceful world...a timely 
reminder of how extensive the 
network of concern and com- 
mitment that links all of us 
together really is. My thanks 
to all of you for the support 
and strength you give me by 
your fidelity to life, 


In Peace and hope, 


Richard Miller 

#1 5249-077 

FCI/Unit B 

Box 1000 

Sandstone, MN 55072 


Editor's Note: 


Rich Miller is a member of 
Kindred Community. Last year 
he went to Amarillo, Texas 
to Pantex, which is the final 
stop for every nuclear weapon 
being manufactured. At this 
plant Rich tore up railroad 
track leading from the Pantex 
plant to the outside world. 
He is now serving a four year 
term at the above address. 
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Ultimately my lifestyle became 
centered around drugs and I sailed 
into bad company, bad times, and 
bad business, usually in a euphoric 
stupor, or tripping on LSD, There 
wasn't much longevity to it all as 
I was scon on my way to society's 


est, uneducated and downtrodden 
individuals, too, who by force of 
circumstance often become violent. 
Suicide, assault, murder, mutilation, 
it's all a part of the whole. In 
spite of my philosophy against it 


The following letter is from a man 
who has spent much of his life in 
prison. He is now out on parole and 
he has given us permission to print 
excerpts from his last letter to us. 


Dear People: 
to you all! 


Greetings and blessings 


After reading an issue of Via Pacis 


recently I caught myself with my head 
in the clouds of romantic nostalgia 
and just this side of the material 
world when it occurred to me that I 
have been on your mailing list gratis 
for what seems a hundred years now. 
So I decided I could show all of you 
my gratitude in my own small way by 
writing you a letter of appreciation 
which you could, if you wanted to, 
put in an issue of Via Pacis, but 
mainly, to give you all what little 

I have to give...some of my time... 
some of my thoughts and feelings... 
and some of my thanks that cannot 

in any way equal what you have given 
me. 

I write this from a spot of earth 
that suffers from many names. Land 
of losers. City of Grief. Steel City. 
Living Cemetery. The Ultimate Bummer. 
And the Belly of the Beast-a foul 
and wretched creature nurtured by 
the diabolical wickedness of man.- 
All apt labels, believe me. EBuphem- 
istically it's also known to some as 
the Iowa State Penitentiary, and so 
you know in what house I am kept. 

Before I entered prison I had went 
through several stages of being. Be- 
tween 1965 and 1972 I was an average 
student during the school year and 


an average teenager during the summer, 


My parents and brothers and sisters 
and I enjoyed and loved each other 
like most families. No one in the 
family, but I, the indisputable black 
sheep, has ever had any trouble with 
the police, 


When I was growing up drugs were 


prevalent and became a part of my life, thing soon take, on shaded and 


Somewhere along the line I dropped 


out of Tech High and came to intimatelyidiscussion, courtesy and understand- 


know the thriving subculture of 
Hippiedom, the children of love and 
music, and I joined their ranks. 
Vietnam was anathema and a four- 
letter-word and like my comrades I 


was intentionally. late in registering al logic" has to be devised and 


I've been no exception, and have been | 
on both ends of it. ; : , 


Being here and being what I am 
inhibits me little to write those of 
you so pure and clean in heart and 
spirit, I realize my societal status 
and the often true implications it 
carries, But in spite of my status, 
in more spite of my past, and even 
in more spite of my crimes, I am still 
a human being and not just a statistic 
being warehoused for a passage of 
time, as the authorities would have 
it....the devil of doubt is both the 
negativeness and doubt in the self, 
but more so what the penal author- 
ities and those of the system do 
and say to a prisoner, what they 
label him, and what they try to 
convince him he is. And it's birth 
was surely in the darkest bowels 
of hell, but its growth is perpet-— 
uated by society and those in ser- 
vice to Satan, Like they say, if 
you're not part of the solution, 
you're part of the problem. And the 
only people who are a part of the 
solution of the inhumanity of prison 
are those who ate actively and reli- 
giously working for its abolition, 
and they are a very select few. 

_ I have grown so acclimatized to ° 
the spectacle of the holy judge 
perched on his throne, the vengeance 
and wrath of the prosecutor, the 
perversions of the jailor, the abu- 
sive authority of guards and prison 
staff, the apathy of the courts and 
the public, and of many many other 
angry faces and eyes which are all 
relative in the crimes and cruelties 
and dehumanizations:- by the system, ., 
that I feel I am something less than 
a real person. Not exactly a rabid 
animal I guess, but sometimes, when 
I'm overwhelmed by anger and hurt and 
consumed by hopelessness and despair, 
there seems to be little difference, 
At such times I'm thankful to be hid 
away in a cell out of sight away from 
the stares and attention I'm sure to 
attract. 


answer to those who have gone astray- 
Prisonville, USA....I've come along 
from being a simple hippie cele- 
brating life and living. From 
social as can be to social apathy. 
From social adequacy to social lepro- 
SVecrehele 

Except for a few months almost 
nine years ago I have been in the 
cells of either the reformatory or 
the penitentiary for the last four- 
teen years. Basically I've been a 
thief, and in my mind resounds a 
familiar quote popular among prison- 
ers that goes : "You can get away 
with rape or murder in Towa...but 
don't dare steal a thingl" A repul- 
Sive contrast of crimes, for sure, 
but with a degree of truth, irregard- 
less. My point is that I have a lot 
of time in here and have never raped 
or killed anyone, yet I'm treated as 
if I have, and made to serve as much 
time or more than many who have. My 


complaint is not that specific fact, 
but rather the general influence and 
conditioning prison parcels out on 
its prisoners that serves to shape 
and mold @2 person so detrimentally. 
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Subjected to its atmosphere for an 
extended period of time one comes 

to accept it all as normal and grad- 
ually accepts a total different ver- 
sion of the concepts of life and 
death, right and wrong, law and just- 
ice, and even love and hate. The 
perplexity and the disillusionment 
erips the self so tightly and com- 
pletely that you are quite literally 
able to become someone else. The 
metamorphosis is complete when you 
look into the mirror and you see a 
stranger staring you in the eye. So 
many people and so many things are 
your enemy, and the enemy is every- 
where, and has to be dealt with, 

The prison climate forces those 
within its walls to create defenses 
and to close up and withdraw to 
protect oneself the best way that's 
possible, or the only way possible. 
Things that have always meant one 


The prison experience offers only 
rare and fleeting glimpses of anything 
resembling true human qualities like 
kindness or understanding, caring or 
empathy, concern or fairness. And 
it’s devoid of such virtues as love, 


, twisted meanings. Commimication and 
ing, normally accepted modes as 

these steadily become distrusted and 
abandoned methods of dealing with truth or justice. Friendships are 
differences and settling disputes. shallow and empty, smiles only 

A type of reasoning I call "situation- frowns turned upside down, and the 
human touch is either sexually ori- 


adopted to suit the naked and raw 
reality, to make sense out of the 
whole scenario, to survive the in- 
justices and insanities,.. 

Believe me I learned first hand 
this is no peace institute, It is 


for the draft, and when I did I 
demanded to be classified as a con- 
scientious objector and proudly 
received it, thereby cancelling my 
plans to migrate to Canada.... 


in fact one of the social receptacles 
that harbors some of the most aggres- 
sive and violent individuals of 
society, but also, some of the weak- 


4 


ented or a stratagem to blind you 
to the ulterior motive that lurks 
behind the facade that wants to turn 
some sort of profit at your expense. 
It sometimes seems that life is a 
utopian fiction of another world 
light-years away, It's all so 
unnatural, robotic and empty. So 
gloomy and separate from out there, 
so unreal.... 


and conflicting foe ioe in ‘life, 
it was a warden. of a New England 
state that said a mouthful about the 
treatment-of prisoners. I'll re- 
phrase, "Regardless of the stuff a 
man is made of, if you treat him 
like an animal long enough he'll 
start reacting and behaving like an 
animal, Conversely, treat hin like 
‘a responsible human being and he‘’11 
react and behave like one." But 
that's too simple for the educated 
idiots in charge of the prisons of 
America. They have to complicate 
everything and clean up their act 
by forecasting gloom and doom with 
no blame to anyone except the lowly 
and worthless prisoner. Politics... 
Yet deep in the core of my being 
there will remain always an immutable 
and dark indignation against those 
who exert their warped and whimsical 
selves upon the defenseless and the 
prisoners and the oppressed. It 
is only right to hate injustice and 
violence and criminality. Those 
things that make the world a shade of 
hell. The foe can always be identi- 
fied and can always be fought against 
A never ending struggle it is, won 


only inch = arch aE things are 
to be battled by all brothers and 
sisters of the world. 

And the people, the public, just 
by being, every person, every citizen, 
holds an equal share of collective 
guilt, if by only tacit agreement and 
indifference, to the predicament 
of Americas prisons and the allowance 
of abuse and mistreatment and ani- 
-Malization of its prisoners. They 


destruction to many. many people. 
‘Why perpetuate a system that so mis- 
rules society and damages its spirit 
of life and ruins its populace?... 

A couple years ago my dearest 
friend in life passed away after a 
battle with cancer of the lungs. We 
had cried and laughed together count- 
less times. Bringing out the best in 
me and helping me grow, she consoled 
me when I needed it and was always 
there, always the best she could be. 
It was part of the painful process 
of growing up in accepting the dif- 
ficult fact that mothers do not live 
forever, at least not in the flesh, 
because she still mothers me, and 
she'll always be there, a part of me’ 
as real as each breath I take, 


She taught me many .things that 
have remained a part of me and always 
will. One of them, very important 


eto me as an adolescent, and still is, 


is that no matter what comes and goes 
in life, as long as one does the 

best they can and leaves the world 
knowing it was made better at some 
time for somebody, then life had 
been worthy and a purpose served, 

She would continue -on, df course, 
speaking of higher goals and aspir- 
ations and always and forever remind- 
ing me that any one single person 
could change the whole world, and 
that there are no limits to what a 
person can accomplish. ‘That was a 
big pill for me to swallow and 3 
though I don't fit the mold myself, 
she's right. I heed her words as 
often as I can, though not always 


should concern themselves, they shouldand’ though failure is an old foe of 


care. They should not permit and 
condone the tragedy of America that 
is so well hidden to continte and 
flourish, even to exist. 

Why the people of America and 
especially Iowa will tolerate this 
machine called prison to create and 
breed and manufacture cold-blooded 
creatures and then methodically dis- 
tribute them back to society where 
they have practically no chance at 
survival except through crime, be- 
cause of the callousness the system 
causes, they operate with a sense of 
total detachment, and with a decided 


mine that I know too well. I just 
hope that when I'm laid to: rest that 
some good things will be “said about 
me, I consider my race in life thus 
far basically a waste, though with 
its episodic exceptions. So I have 
far totravel and many trials to 
survive yet. And so I think of a 
fragment of a poem by Robert Frost, 
"The forest is lovely, dark and deep 


but I have promises to keep; and miles 


to go before I sleep!" 


But this small mystery of the final 


word on me will not unfold itself, 
And the only one who could reveal the 


and instinctual and mindless fervency answer today is the same one who will 


jz oes 


ns. es * Father 


It is people as yourselves who 
would accept someone as myself both 
as a person and a real human being, 
despite all my faults and shortcomings 
and misconceptions. Not the arist- 
ocracy or those of wealth or those 
of the establishment, But third world 
enlightened people who have eyes that 
see, ears that hear, hearts that care 
deeply about what happens to the other 
guy, to the fate of the whole world, 
amd who voices their beliefs and 
convictions and acts on them by 
taking risks and making sacrifices 
for the betterment of all and every, 
and by spreading the word and infor- 
ming the people, and who, surely, 
has often viewed the world they see 
through tear filled eyes, sometimes 
for joy, but usually-for the sorrow 
of the pains and tragedies they wit- 
ness and then do their best to right, 
Lights of the darkness and peace- 
makers’ all, that's what you of Wia 
Pacis are. 


Nels 
LG 


Before I close I'd like you to know 
that it has been more than a pleasure 
and even somewhat therapeutic for 
me to write you and say all I have. 
Now that you know I exist, and that 
Via Pacis and each and every one of 


.you have my respect and applause and 


gratitude, know also that I am much 
better off in both mind and spirit 

than I was. before I wrote. I salute 
you, watchers of the world! : 


. Peace, power, love 


The author of this letter 
wishes to remain anonymous, 
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Beloved friends at the Catholic Worker House, 


Greetings to you all. 
to inform you that I am leaving Mexico 
and will be returning to the States. 

A number of facters, primarily that of 
ill-health, have contributed to this 
decision.... 


I will be leaving here within two or 


three weeks. Obviously, I have a lot 
of mixed feelings about this and the 

saving factor is that I will continue 
with my work with the clinic in Belize 


the orphanage in El Salvador, etc., from 


wherever I am in the States. 

- We have obtained a large piece of 
property in El Salvador (Santa Ana) 
and the materials for construction 
have all been_ordered. 


I am writing 


From 


short time a number of adolescents 


Ke Ved "a 


Mike Cotennese 


In a relatively 


who are now on the streets will have 
a home and the care which they need, 
There will be both academic and voca- 
tional training made available to =A 
them and they will live in an atmosphere 
which persuades that peace is the 
only way to resolve problems which 
plague their comtry. 

At this time I want to thank all 
of you for your support. You have been 
good friends providing that kind of 
friendship devoid of self interest 
and motives other than those of love, 


You may write Mike at: 

5 ' Mike Colonnese 

4 2706 Gaines St, 
Davenport, IA 52804 


’ 


Peace be with you all, Mike 


a 


Reprinted from Richard Cleaver, 


Beginning with this issue of 
Via Pacis we will be publishing a 
series of articles that will explain in 
a little more detail, heading by 
heading, the things that are discussed 
under the title, "Catholic Worker 
Positions! These "positions", which 
were written by Robert Ludlow and first 
published in the Catholic Worker in 
the fifties, have been revised twice 
by members in this community for 
publication in Via Pacis. They are 
intended to give a quick summary of 
our thinking on the injustice we see 
in the society we live in and of 
our vision for the new Society we are 
trying to build in the shell of the 
old, Fifty years of tradition within 
the Catholic Worker movement, and 2,000 
years of tradition in the Church, 
have given us a distinctive viewpoint 
on society, This viewpoint is at odds 
with much of the established wisdom of 
our time, and it is often condemned 
as impractical for this day and age, 
While it is visionary and idealistic, 
at the same time it is quite practical 
(as most Seriptural teaching is)in the 
sense that it can be practiced, by 
ordinary people, right here and now. 


We know because we practice it our- 
selves, It is difficult, we admit, 
but if we can practice it, anybody 
can. As to its effectiveness, we 
leave that to God, for it is God's 

law we are following. We do not care 
one Way or the other about the world's 
standard of effectiveness, We are 
told not to conform to the World, 
Instead we want to inform the world with 
the Gospel and reform it by love, 

The first category we will deal with 
is economics, the Way in which goods 
and services are obtained and work is 
allotted. This does not mean we be- 
lieve (like many people today) that 
economics is the root and cause of 
everything. But it is plain that eco- 
nomics is very important in our every 
day lives, and it is Plain that economic 
injustice is connected with many of 
the other forms of injustice in the 
world, And since we live and work among 
the poorest in our city, and share their 
economic deprivation every day, we 
think a lot about wealth and poverty. 
Of course, our Poverty is voluntary; 
most of us could climb back into 
relative economic comfort without 
much trouble, This makes plenty of 
folks dismiss us as being romantic 
about poverty. Indeed, our poverty 
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is not so very great, compared to most 
of our neighbors; and they are rich 
by the standards of many other com- 
tries. But even though we follow St, 
Francis in loving Lady Poverty, we 
follow Peter Maurin in distinguishing 
between her gift of freedom, and 
destitution, the unchosen, hopeless 
neediness that robs people of any 
freedom at all, and then crushes 
their souls. Voluntary poverty is 
power, but destitution is utter 
pwerlessness in the face of even the 
Simplest necessities, We court Lady 
Poverty joyfully, but we condemn 
destitution and its causes with all 
our might, 

Since we live in a capitalistic 
country, we cannot help but regard 
the destitution all around us as 
evidence of the failure of capitalism 
to provide the gifts of freedom and 
plenty it promises. Because we see 
that the poor are not necessarily poor 
through laziness or lack of God-given 
ability but because of the ereed of 
a few, we cannot help but regard cap- 
italism as wjust. And when we listen 
to the Church's teaching we discover 
that this is not just a personal opinion, 
Throughout the history of capitalism, 
from its beginnings around the time 
of St. Thomas Aquinas to the present 
day, the voice of the Church has been 
heard denouncing it, Our Holy Father 
Pope John Paul II has just condemned 
it yet again in his new encyclical, 
Laborem Exercens, 

Unfortunately most people, when 
they hear capitalism being denounced, 
immediately assume Communism (whatever 
they mean by that) is being praised, 
The division of the world into "us" 
and "the Communists" is so taken for 
granted that we never consider that 
there might be another way to organize 
our economic life, But the Church 
teaches just such a third way, in a 
series of documents called the "social 
encyclicals", issued by the Popes 
starting with Leo XIII in 1891 and 
continuing to this day. This third way 
is opposed to both capitalism and that 
8roup of theories usually called Marxist-— 
Leninist or Communist, and it is opposed 
to both for basically the same reasons 
both believe that material wealth is 
the basic good of society, and both 
seek to achieve this wealth by concen- 
trating power in a small group, either 
a small group of wealthy individuals 
under capitalism, or a small group 
of powerful bureaucrats under the other 
System. Profit is the main goal of 
both systems, Either the profit is 
individual or it is collective, but 
in each case its benefits are expected 
to "trickle down" from the elite to 
the mass of the people. The Church, 
on the other hand, places human values 
above material ones, and demands that 
both be spread out equally, 

As Pope John XXIII Said, the first 
Principles of a Christian economy are 
"not unrestrained free competition, 
not economic domination, which are 
blind forces, but the eternal and sacred 
notions of justice and charity." 

The Catholic Worker advocates this 
third path, By way of clearer 
explanation, let us compare it with 
the capitalism we live under, This 
does not mean we are unaware of 
"the evils of Communism", only that 
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we are responsible here in this country 
to address the injustice of our 

system, and to replace it with a more 
Just one, 

The most basic difference between 
capitalism and the Church's teaching 
has to do with the vight to property, 
In a capitalist society, the right to 
private property is Practically abso- 
lute. What one person owns cannot 
be taken from the owner, or even used 
by another, without the owner's per- 
mission (except by the government in 
the form of taxes), and an elaborate 
system of law has been developed to 
Protect this right, (In fact, our 
Whole notion of "rights" is in essence 
a protective, possessive, property- 
bound one. We talk about depriving 
other people of their rights as we 
would of their Property, instead of 
according individuals dignity and 
full humanity, This is why the prac- 


tice of legislating People's rights 
does not yield justice but merely 

|a tangled mess of conflicting claims 
and counter-clains, ) 


This absolute 


ownership, including the right to 

destroy property, has even been : 

extended to property in human beings. 
No positive responsibilities are ® . 

attached to this ownership, however, 

There are even Ways to reduce: the 

liabilities that come with ownership-- 

incorporation, for example, or lia- 

bility insurance where the owner pays — 

Someone else to assume the liability — 

(naturally the person who assumes the 

liability profits from the arrangenent), 
The Church, however, has always 

taught that property carries with it 

responsibilities as well as rights, 

A person has wealth only to be able 

to help the needy, and this is a 

matter of Justice, not charity, as : 

St. Ambrose taught, St, Augustine 

wrote, "Find out how much God has 

given you and from it take what you 

need; the remainder which you do not 

require is needed by others, Those 

who retain what is superfluous possess 

the goods of others," St. Thomas 

Aquinas, who talks about the right to 

Property as part of his discussion of 

theft, considers that "community of 

goods is part of the natural law" 

but “the distribution of property 

is a matter for,,,human agreement", 

and that "in the case of necessity 

everything is common," Thus, owner- 

ship of property is not absolute, 


MernaoniuiunA.,.. 


In our own times, Pope Paul VI reaf- 
firmed this. teaching: 


"Private 


a 
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ry Property does not constitute for anyone , 


an absolute and unconditioned right, 
No one is justified in keeping for 

their exclusive use what they do not 
need, when others lack necessities," 


Why is this so? The answer to that 


question is the purpose of property, 
Which is to guarentee freedom. This 
freedom is not just for the owner 
but for all. St. Ambrose makes this 
clear, "This bread which you store 
belongs to the hungry, these clothes 
which you hide away belong to the 
Poorly clad, this money which you 
bury in the earth is for the ransom 
and freedom of afflicted people," 


The teaching of the Second Vatican 
Council--"Private ownership or some 
other kind of dominion over material 
goods provides everyone with a wholly 
necessary area of independence and 
should be regarded as an extension of 
human freedom"~-is the same as the 
teaching of St. John Chrysostom 1500 
years earlier--"Gold was discovered 
for this end: that with it we should 
loose the captives, not form it into 
a chain," 

This view of the purpose of money 
brings us to an issue which the 
Catholic Worker movement has been 
virtually alone in considering impor- 
tant for the present, the question of 
usury. We are opposed to any money- 
lending at interest. Until the 
Middle Ages, the Church condemned 
the practice, teaching that money is 
barren and thus it is unnatural to 
make it yield increase, Put another 
Way, money is a means, not an end, 
and to make it an end in itself is 
to pervert it, The prohibition was 
based on Scripture and on secular 
thought as well. With the rise of 


capitalism, some forms of money— 
lending at interest were allowed by the 
Church, but only in very particular 

- circumstances, and the principle that 
usury is wrong has never been repudi- 
ated by Catholic teaching authority. 
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Nowadays, of course, credit is the 
mortar of capitalism, and the poor are 
particularly victims of charge accounts 
and lending institutions, as well as 
the inflation which results from the 
practice of extending paper credit to 
the great corporations, We no longer 
call this system usurious, but the 
oppression caused by the Ziant finan- 
cial institutions is no less real than 
if we did, 

One reason credit-card purchasing 
has become so widespread in this 
country is the way that artificial 
"needs" are created to maintain pro- 
fit levels, What will be produced is 
decidéd by looking at what is profit- 
able rather than what is needed, and 
advertising is bought to convince 
potential buyers that such-and-such 
an item is something they need. Mean- 
while, real needs go wmmet. Decent 
housing is desparately needed by the 
poor, but the profit is not as great 
as the profit that can be made from 
blowdriers to acheive the latest 
hairstyles. So the poor go wnhoused 
and theblowdriers are made in bewil- - 
dering abundance. 

So, if private property carries 
responsibilities to the poor, and if 
its fumction is to protect freedon 
for all rather than to increase itself, 
the private property defended in the 
Social encyclicals is obviously a 
completely different thing from 
capitalistic property. The notion of 


ownership that our Society has becomes 
meaningless, and the notion of stew- 
ardship takes its place, It is per- 
haps wnfortmate that the vocabulary 
of the social encyclicals is so impre- 
cise that the difference between their 
teaching and the capitalism of today 
is obscured. Even so, the two are 
plainly as different as night and day. 
But how does the Catholic Worker 
Propose to bring this third-way 
economy into existence? The answer to 
that is visible in the Way we live 
every day in our houses of hospitality, 
To begin with, we embrace voluntary 
Poverty, both for its spiritual value 
and as a means of Separating ourselves 
from the capitalistic system. We try 
to live as little as possible from the 
gain of oppression. -We do not put our 
money out at intezest--we do not even 
keep a savings accomt. Our houses are 
being put into a land trust so that 
they are not owned by individuals but 
stewarded by us for the common good, 
We are not incorporated so as to avoid 
liability, but instead take on not 
only our own responsibilities to our 
Sisters and brothers in need but 
other people's responsibilities as 
well. We do this by sharing What 
we have, freely, whether food, shel- 
ter or time. We do not think of any 
of these things as commodities to be 


bought or sold, but necessities to 
which all human beings are entitled, 
We do not 2t paid for our work, be- 
Cause our labor is to be given as 

a gift, freely, for the good of all 
and for our own physical, mental 

and spiritual health, Work, after 
all, is how we share in God's creative 
act, We try to be, as Peter Maurin 
taught, "go-givers, not go getters," 


DITRTRIR OO 
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And what of our vision for the 
future? It is impossible to predict 
what a truly just economic system 
would operate like, but some things 
about it are very clear, Property 
Would be used for the common food, 
not individual gain. Very likely 
goods would be kept in common, as 
they were by the Apostles in Jeru- 
salem, and all would have a right, 
based on nothing more than their 
humanity, to have their needs met 
from this common store. Because 
property is meant as a means of securing 
freedom for all, the economy would be 
as decentralized as at all possible, 
so that each person would have a 
Say in its management. This would 
also guarantee that whatever is made 
is needed by people, not by profit, 
and that work would be in accord with 
human dignity, as befits an activity 
by which we mirror the Creator God, 
By ordering our economic life in 
accordance with justice, ina spirit 
of love, we may realize for all Cod's 
promise to Israel, that they would 
dwell in-a land flowing with milk 
and honey. 
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Over 100 Iowans opposed to sending 
National Guard troops to Honduras, 
presented petitions with more than 
2,000 signatures to Gov. Terry Bran- 
stad May 10. 

In the two month's since the 
announcement of sending the 209th 
medical company of the guard Aug. 

7, lowans have started a &round swell 
of opposition. Petition drives! 
rallys, teach-ins, a state wide call- 
in and resolutions passed by toth 
houses of the Iowa legislature oppo- 
sed to the involvement of the medical 
unit in Honduras, have gotten minimal 
response from Branstad. 

When Branstad was asked at a press 
conference May 19 why he hadn't re- 
sponded to the 2,000 signatures pre- 
sented more than a week ago; he said, 
"I get petitions all the time, As 
you know I've been very clear about 
sending the medical team. My concern 
is the safety of the uit and we 
sent down an advance team who con- 
cluded that conditions were safe," 

The advance team sent was comprised 
solely of National Guards and a 
reporter. 

"Obviously, we don't see anyone 
get killed," said Bill Douglas of 
Des Moines, "I think Branstad has 
a real narrow view of what consti- 
tutes safety, People who are con- 
cerned about the Iowa National Guard 
going to Honduras are also concerned 
about the safety of the Nic 
civilians being attacked by the 
Contras or concerned about Salvador- 
ans being bombed by U.S. planes 
and we're concerned about the condi- 
tims of the Honduran people whose 
health budget has been cut to help 
finance the military budget," 


One of the problems the Iowa 
campaign has is that the medical 
unit is being written off as human- 
itarian aid, 


"We don't look at it as a policy 
program; we look at it as a training 
mission for the Iowa City Medical 
Unit," said Dick Vohs, press secre- 
tary for Gov. Branstad., "I'm not 
sure how you can protest training... 
the point is this is a training 
mission." 

Douglas disagreed with Vohs, 
"It's a medical mit carrying M-16 
rifles and I think there's a contra- 
diction, No one is opposed to pro- 
viding health care for Hondurans but 
it ought to be done year round by 
civilians with no strings attached, 
rather than two weeks by what many 
Hondurans consider an army of occu- 
pation," 

Bob Hearst, co-ordinator of the 
Iowa Pledge of Resistance, said he 
sees the campaign having an impact 
on Branstad, 

"I think it's (the campaign) 
clearly had an effect," said Hearst, 
"There was a resolution passed by 


‘No Iowa guard troops to Honduras 


Guard to Honduras: by = 


the legislators; which is, as far as 
I know, Iowa is the only state that's 
done that," 

‘Added Douglas, "The Democrats 
who are rumning for governor, are 
starting to move our way, I think 
we can put the same kind of pres- 
sure on Branstad...and if the in- 
cumbant governor (Branstad) get's 
defeated in the election over the 
issue I won't be a bit sorry." * 

Organizers for the campaign said 
they have found that the poor farm 
economy has made people be more 
supporting of the issue. 

Jeff Stack, a Catholic Worker 
activist in Cedar Rapids said, "It 
seems that people have been most 
especially able to respond to the 
guard going because medical needs in 
Cedar Rapids with the stumbling 
economy have been cut," 

Yet, organizers plan on things 
heating up this summer said Hearst 
and Douglas, Already, a "call to 
resist" is being circulated for 
civil disobedience by the end of 
the summer if Branstad continues his 
plans to send the unit. Also, a 
group of legislators is slated to go 
to Honduras, 

"I do think this is a fight we can 
win because the people of Iowa are. 


definitely behind us," concluded Hearst, 


For more information on the Campaign 
to Stop the Iowa National Guard from 
going to Honduras, please contact 
Bill Douglas at (515) 243-2571 or 
Box &11, Des Moines, IA - 50306 

or call Kari Fisher at 243-0765, 


Call to resist * . 


sending of Iowa National Guard troops 


I promise to resist nonviolently the 


Tie 
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A Closer Look 


»eeat Honduras: 

--Honduras is the second poorest 
country in the Western Hemisphere 
(next to Haiti) with an annual per 
capita income of $417. (Joint report 
of the Institute for Food and Develop- 


. 
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"ment Policy and LULAC) 


--Campesinos (peasants) make up 76% 

of the population and 7& of all 
Hondurans are malnourished. With a 
doctor for every 15,000 people and 

a dentist for every 100,000 Hondurans, 
medical care is practically non-exist- 
ent and life expectancy is only 58 
years, Thirteen (13) out of every 100 
infants die within their first year. 
Barely half of the Hondurans are able 
to read. (Fellowship of Reconciliation 
and Witness for Peace Joint Delegation 
of U.S. citizens in Honduras and 
Nicaragua Aug. 11-31, 1985) 


eoeat the National Guard: 

--Guard units are federalized only 
during times of invasion, rebellion, 
or a breakdown of law and order, 
until then they remain under the 
state governor's control. (Boston 
Globe 1/28/86) 

--Approximately 12,000 guard members 
from 50 units will be involved in 
exercise training or other operations 


in 1985. (The Advocate) 

--In 1972, Gov. Robert Ray grounded 
Air National Guard until a dispute 
with the Pentagon was settled, 
(Time BES 


to Honduras, scheduled for August 17. 
I will participate in a nonviolent act 
of civil disobedience in order to 
attempt to stop the U.S.'s illegal 
war in Central America and as an ex- 
pression of solidarity between the 
people of Iowa and Central America, 


Call of Support 


I promise to protest nonviolently the 
sending of the Iowa National Guard troops 
to Honduras, scheduled for August 17. 

I will support those Iowans participating 
in a nonviolent act of civil disobed- 
ience in order to attempt to stop the 
U.S.'s illegal war on Central America, 

My support is an expression of the 
solidarity between the people of Iowa 

and the people of Central America, 


--Currently, six states-Massachusetts, 
Maine, New Mexico, Kansas, Wash- 
ington. and Vermont-have refused 

to send their National Guard to 
Honduras. (St. Louis Pledge of 
Resistance) 

--There have been 21,000 National 


_I am signing the Call to Resist 


_lI am signing the Call of Support 


Name Address Guards in Honduras since 198; 
this does not include 1986's 
Town, Zip troops. Ninety (90) percent of 


all troops in Honduras are 
National Guard. They are not 
included in Pentagon reports 
as being "stationed" because 
they are rotated. (St. Louis 
Pledge of Resistance) 
--Permanent facilities such as 
airstrips and barracks have 
been classified as. "indefinite, 
temporaries" by the Department 
of Defense, (CISPES update 
April) 


Phone 
Please return to Call to Resist Box 
8211, Des Moines, IA 50306 (515)243-2574 
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Wendy Bobthitt 


Above all other seasons of the church 
calendar Pentecost describes for me 


the way God acts in the world. 
warning we see the world through God's 
eyes, and that vision bridges the gap 
between us and those we could never 
otherwise understand or communicate 
with, Through the action of the Spirit 
we ‘become one creation. The recollec- 
tion of the several "Pentecosts" I 

have experienced personally is what 
carries me through the long, almost 
despairing stretches I am very prone 
to, where it seems we will never be 

one or anything like it. 


Pentecost and Star Trek - 


Without 


My son, Luke, is three and a half, 
and much to my dismay he absolutely 
loves all those violent TV shows like 
A-Team and GI Joe, When his dad took 
him to get a bike and let him pick it 
out himself, he chose a Rambo big 
wheel, complete with machine guns, 


Perhaps because I am in one of those sighter, camouflage stickers and a 


periods, it seems a sad joke that we 
should be celebrating Pentecost now, 
when we are so intent on isolating the 
different nations and reducing their 
peoples to a subhuman status. I 
thought nothing could surpass the 
caricatures of Libyan barbarians and- 
Nicaraguan commies 'til we managed to 
overlook the tragedy of the people of 
the Ukraine and pounce instead on 
their deceptive, secretive Soviet 
leadership. The imagery of the Tower 
of Babel seems far more appropriate 
as we presume to be God, and I wonder 
all the time why God is putting up 


flag. I watch his delight at all the 
violence on TV and just shake my head. 
Some people, I'm sure, disagree with 
this approach, but I can"t think how 
to explain to a three year old so I 
just hope for the best. 
me the other night to see him cry 
during Star Trek. Captain Kirk had 
discovered how to kill the alien para- 
sites that were afflicting some planet 
or other, and’as Dr. McCoy shined 
ultraviolet light on them the alien 
cells started moaning and crying and 
dropped off the ceiling. And Luke 
started crying and said he didn't 


with our arrogance instead of smashing like the commander any more. He 
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They tell us we'll be seeing a 
lot more USDA beef pretty soon. 
Apparently the government is claiming 
they can't give away the milk and 
cheese fast enough and so they have 
to destroy the dairy cows to cut 
production. 

I'm not too sure how the govern- 
ment came to the conclusion that no 
one wanted their (our) milk and 
cheese, I'm pretty sure if they had 
surveyed any of the people who flood 
the Worker house whenever we are 
giving away the surplus from the 
government give-a-ways they wouldn't 
have gotten that impression. Common 
sense would tell you that a family 
can go through more than 5 pounds 
of cheese in two months, 

The administrative policy of the 
State of Iowa, if it is at all 
typical of other States, might pro- 
vide part of the explanation, About 
six months ago the federal government 
changed it's practice of processing 
cheese. Instead of contracting with 
the states to process the surplus 
cheese, the USDA began to process it 
at the federal level. The Iowa state 
government thereby lost the profit 
it had been making on the processing 
contract, a profit which had paid 
for part of the transportation 
costs involved in distributing the 
food. Instead of making up the 


‘food once every two months. 


could understand and identify with the 


Notes on the USDA 


So it shocked 


suffering of a blob of plastic in a 
way he never can with the hundreds 
of nameless bodies he sees get blown 
away all the time on TV with no pain, 
no anguish. 


So I'm praying for the spirit of 
Pentecost to open our hearts to the 
suffering of the world, of each other. 
I need it in myself, so I will stop 
looking at everyone as someone. I have 
te put up with till I can go home. I 
need it in them, so they will forgive 
me. And we need it in our world, to 
put an end to all these flags and bor- 
ders and national interests which are 
going to be our destruction. Forgive 
us, Lord. 


by Wandy Bobbitt 


difference through a supplementary 
appropriation, we cut the distribu- 
tion in half so that people who have 
been receiving cheese and butter or 
honey oncee:.month now only receive 
This is 
the same policy that led to the 
states turning down unlimited quan- 
tities of surplus milk and a couple. of 
years ago rather than put out a few 
cents per pound for distribution 
costs. , 


Editor's note: 
and typing Wendy's article I have 

to fully agree with the fact that 
commodities need better distribution. 
Reagan in his last speech said that 
if people were hungry in America 

i+ was because they didn't know where 
to go for food. 
fallacy and doesn't take into consi- 
deration that it was Reagan himself 


"sumplus" food when there are still 
people going hungry. The cheese 
and milk and all the rest are a 
blessing and our problem should not 


‘be to figure a way to eliminate it, 


put rather to distribute it. The 
crime is that once the dairy cows 
are gone there will be no surplus 
to worry about, no chance to reverse 
our foolish decision. 


In reading 


This is a total 


that won't allow the gov't. to adver- 


We can’t let the federal govern- 
ment off the hook either though. 
This is the same administration that 
a few years ago Was using surplus 
cheese as landfill under roads and 
contemplated dumping it in the sea. 
The current levels of distribution . 
were forced upon it as a result of 
a fast conducted in 1983 by the 
Commmity for Creative Non-Violence. 

What's hard to admit is that the 
real villain in this story is us. 
We. have allowed our government at 
the federal and local levels to 
make decisions which are against 
the interests of the people-people 
here and people in the rest of the 
world who suffer from our deranged 
priorities. There can be no 


tise food stamps. 
a non-profit group home. 
aid we receive commodity cheese and 


Also, I worked in 
Not only 


putter, we received 3 different cheeses, 
turkeys, chickens, beef, pork, raisins, 
prunes, flour, egg mix, milk, honey, 
all kinds of pasta noodles etc., all 
of which is not available to the poor 
in this country. I know that they 
have a hard time ridding themselves 

of those products, too. Please write 
your state and federal officials 

and ask for fairer distribution of 

all government commodities, 


Family Shelter Closé 
by hatti TeKee J “G 


The Jeanette Rankin Family Shelter 
Will be closing the end of Jume due 
to discrepancies with Mercy Properties 
and the city. We, as the Coalition 
for the Homeless are looking for 
alternative ways to help homeless 
families in the interim of finding a 
new shelter. The following letter was 
written and sent out to Des Moines 
area churches and commumity groups. 


As we have considered options for 


this summer, we at the Des Moines 
Coalition for the Homeless feel that 


standing of the practical problems 
faced by the homeless and also to 
alleviate the need faced by some of 
the homeless this summer is to start 
an “American Refugee" program. We 


and private individuals to sponsor a 


homeless family and help them get back 
This involves several 


on their feet, 
; things: 1) first and most important 
It's tempting to think that with 1s to provide shelter space, This 
the warm Weather we have a temporary Could mean offering space in your 
respite from the urgency of the need 
for shelter space for the homeless. 
It's true that no one is going to 


Dear Friends, 


security deposit and rent on an apt. 
for a family for the month or two it 
freeze over these next few months, will take them to get straightened 
What many people don't realize, how- out. 
ever, is that the demand for space is 2n apartment and use it to house a 
far greater in summer than winter, as Succession of transient families 
hundreds of families and single people needing shelter for only a few days 
across the country pick up in search While they fix their car or get gas 
of work anywhere. Our local homeless Money together. 2) You should also 
continue to face the same financial 
problems year round, and while they 
“may not freeze to death, no one could 
argue that living in a car or under 

the bridge or in abandoned buildings 

is a decent life for any human being, 
much less for the. many innocent chil- 
dren who will be put in this position 
this summer, Compounding the problem 
is the manticipated early closing 

of the Jeanette Rankin Family Shelter, 
which has housed over 150 families 
since October. The Rankin Shelter will 


be closed by June 30 and no replacement 
site has yet been located. 
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plan to provide food for your 
family since they will need to put 
aside whatever money they eventually 
earn toward an apartment. 3) It 
would .be extremely helpful to the 
family and equally edwational for 
you to assume responsibility for 
helping them through the welfare and 
legal obstacles they face,. helping them 
find work and housing once they have 
an income. Going through this once 
or twice will break down any facile 
assumptions you may unconsciously 
make about "the System". The 
Coalition will provide training for 
this advocacy work and assistance 

if you need it. 
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dealing with the lack of shelter space 


a good way to increase general under- 


are asking churches, community groups, 


church or a private home or paying the 


: HELP! 


itl | 


The Coalition for the Homeless will 


Another option would be to rent serve as the referral source for families 


needing shelter and will also offer 
whatever support we are able to pro- 
vide through the expezience of some 
of our member groups over a number of 
years in sheltering homeless families. 
One last word--if you think the 
space you can offer is not large 
enough or suitable, you are wrong--. 
think of where they will be living 
otherwise. If you think you don't 
have the necessary skills to help then, 
remember it's the heart that counts-- 
you'll learn the rest. If you're 
nervous or afraid--everyone is (in- 
cluding the family) but it will pass. 
Most importantly, if you think enough 
other people will turn up so you 
don't need to--please realize that 
there will be probably 100 families 
looking for shelter this summer and 
they need YOUR-help, , If you are 
interested please cali) Renate 
Schroedel at: 282-1235 or write . 
Bob Cook at Cottage Grove Presbyterian 
24th and Cottage Grove 
Des Moines, IA 50311 


P.S. The Coalition has looked at 
several large houses as possible 
sites for a new.family shelter, 
house looks like a favorable and 
affordable site. The Des Moines 
Realtors Assn, and the D.M. Homebuilders 
Assn, are considering rehabbing 

a building for us. So if everything ~ 
works out as we hope: we will have a 
new and better shelter by the time 

the weather cools down this fall. 


One 


Food Store Opening 


will quickly demonstrate how great 
the need is and how far short the 
pantries come from meeting it. 

Any family we see needs food more 
‘than the one time per month they 

can get it there, and our neigh- 
borhood pantry at Trinity United 
Methodist is closed as often as 

not for lack of food. The food 
pantires simply don't have enough 
food and create policies like the 
once a month limit to stretch what 
they have, Needless to say, we 

will share what we have with no such 
restrictions, ‘ 

We are soliciting unsellable food 
(dented cans, outdated grocery items, 
bruised produce) from area super- 
markets, and will continue to supple- 
ment this with regular dumpster 

runs, gleaning and visits to farmers’ 
markets at closing time, You can 


Starting the first week in Jue, 
the Catholic Worker and Kindred 
Commumity will be working together 
on a free food store which will be 
run out of our new garage behind 
Lazarus House. Our neighbors have 
been coming to Lazarus in ever 
increasing numbers needing canned 
goods and produce, as was reflected 
in our last issue's only needs item-_ 
FOOD! We are opening the free food 
store in the hope that by putting 
major effort in this direction we 
might be able to meet that need 
better, 

We don't want to appear to be 
duplicating the sources of the 
DMARC food pantries. A visit to 
Lazarus on a day when we have food 


JO 


help a lot by organizing a regular 
collection of canned and dry goods 
at your church or anywhére else, 
We also need paper bags and trash 
bags. 
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Before I start my article, I would 


like to say welcome home to those that I feel that many veterans are an 


fought in both the senseless wars of 
Korea and Vietnam, (Which weren't 


really wars because they weren't decl- 


ared war like the Second World War 
was). I know from a lot of people 
that many things came out of that 
war that helped create alot of things 
that are now endangering this world 
as We know it. I'm not just talking 
about the arms race. It seems that 
most of the people which the United 
States helped put into power of 
foreign countries, do things like 
controlling the lives of their own 
people, even the lives of those who 
speak out against them. They be- 
come greedy, so greedy that when the 
people get so oppressed and started 
to rebel, that the greedy leaders 
fled for their lives with the money 
that U.S. tax payers sent for their 
people, which they invested instead 
in real estate and other things. In 
turn they leave a country in a mess 
seeking help, like a person not want- 
ing to get hurt by the same person 
that started it all. It seeks help 
from another which often happens to 
be on bad terms with the person that 
started it all. 
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A good example of this to me is 


Nicaragua where after years of oppres- 


sion from a dictator, the people 
revolted, It seems to me that the 
United States could have sent help 
when it was asked, instead Nicaragua 
had to ask another, And now the 
United States is sending troops to 

a neighboring country, Honduras, 
whose leader just might be a person 
that we put in power, who is allowing 
us to use his country as a base for 
terrorism and acts of starting a war 
with Nicaragua, when in my under- 
standing Nicaragua is trying to cope 
with the problems it has within. 
Perhaps instead of sending troops 


to start war with Nicaragua, we should 


send doctors, nurses, teachers and 
other kinds of people and at the same 
time instead of trying to pay hard 
earned tax payers money to pay for 
someone else's greediness (like 
Marcos of the Phillipines) in order’ 
to save military investment and 
business, why not send people that 
can help the people for no other 
reason than to help. Perhaps by 
helping one another and working 
things out together then we wouldn't 
need to have wars and arms races as 
an answer. 
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Although I disagree with war, 


oppressed group. For instance, 

the American Indians who are forced 
off their sacred lands by big cor- 
porations and politicians who have 
big investments in these corpora- 
tions, who are paid by tax payers 
money. I'm finding that there are 
other groups of people who also 
fought wars for this country who 
are also losing their homes, jobs 
and ways of life like family farmers, 
factory workers, miners and truck 
drivers, 


Like a few people on MASH we speak 
out and sometimes speaking isn't 
enough. A lot of times we argue with 
each other like on MASH when the 
Colonel is away. When we argue it 
is sometimes about the car, if some- 
one is too bossy or something else. 
Like MASH we also have a priest but 
only on Friday nights when we have 
mass With a different priest each 
time, 

I could keep on going speaking 
about MASH and the Catholic Worker. 

I feel that you understand what we're 
somewhat like. I would like to share 
some other feelings. While I disagree 
with sending the Iowa National Guard, 
war. The people that come to us I hope and pray that this Iowa Guard 
for help don't come to us on stret- medical unit that's going to Honduras 
chers flown in by aircraft or driven doesn't have a doctor that is a patriot, 
in by ambulance, nor are their wounds isn't like the character Frank Burns 
caused by bombs or bullets. We are When it comes to saving someone's 

not doctors or nurses. life. Meaning if a Nicaraguan soldier 

The people that come to us for is brought into the operating room 
help come to us in their own way, and there's a doctor that's free to 
some hitchhike across country, some operate on this person; due to the 
come in cars, trucks or vans that fact that this wounded person is 
look like they came out of the movie Nicaraguan he won't operate in order 
‘called the "Grapes of Wrath" which to save a life because of nationalism. 
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jand. other people come to us off the 
A good example of this in our 


streets of Des Moines. 

own country is if you haven't got 
money or even insurance a doctor 
in most hospitals won't even dare 
think about operating in order to 
save your life. Speak to someone 
who is poor.and needs a doctor 
who has become a business person 
trying to make it to the top of 
something, 

In the beginning of all this I 
got into saying welcome home to the 
Korean and Vietnam veterans, because 
I feel .a personal need to support - 
these groups of people because they 
are people. I disagree with war 
but I also disagree with the treat- 
ment these veterans receive. I 
would like them to know that on 
Friday, June 13, 1986 there'll be 
a’ welcome home parade in Chicago. 
For more information contact: 


If you keep your eyes and ears 
open like I do you might realize 
that as much as we're destroying 
‘the earth with pollution so we're 
destroying our own history. 

Speaking of Korea, one of the 
best shows that we used to watch as 
a group when Frank was here was - 
MASH. I get to watch it now and 
then. As much as MASH is a comedy 
it is also a real drama that deals 
with the ups and downs of a medical 
uit during the Korean war. Often 
it seems like our own community 
becomes somewhat like a MASH wit 
dealing with a different kind of 


Their woumds range from no food 
in the house to no heat in their 
homes, from being beaten from a 
husband or boyfriend, to being too 
old to work and too young to 
collect social security, from 
needing a place to start over again. 
Basically it's just people needing 
a place to stay while getting a job, 
to just needing to stay one night. 

Our operating method besides 
passing out food and clothing is 
we give shelter, talk to those who 
need someone to talk to, but most of Chicago Vietnam Veterans Parade Com. 
all we help the best we can. The Box 557580 
sad part, like on MASH is when their Chicago, IL 60655 
time is up and they go back out to i | 
survive and it seems many keep coming 
back. 
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THE DUTY OF HOSPITALITY 


People who are in need 
and are not afraid to beg 
give to people not in need 
the occasion to do good 
for goodness’ sake. 


Modern society calls the beggar 
bum and panhandler 
and gives him the bum’s rush. 


But the Greeks used to say 
that people in need 
are the ambassadors of the gods. 


Although you may be called bums 
and panhandlers 
You are in fact the Ambassadors of God. 


As God's Ambassadors 
you should be given food, clothing and shelter | 
by those who are able to give it. 


Mahometan teachers tell us 
that God commands hospitality. 


And hospitality is still practised 
in Mahometan countries. 


But the duty of hospttality 
is neither taught nor practiced 
in Christian countries. 


by 
Peter Maurin 


